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Fortune has ever been most fickle in the East. Taric the
Berber was the hero of the conquest of Spain; and he deserved
the gratitude and support of the Caliph; and Taric, though
recalled, was not unjustly treated. But Musa the Arab found
scant justice and no mercy at the hands of his sovereign.
Within a few days of his arrival at Damascus, he was deprived
of his command, stripped of his wealth, reviled, beaten, dis-
graced. Nay, more, the sins of the father were visited upon
the innocent son, and the amiable Abdul Aziz met his death in
his palace at Seville, at the hands of a dark messenger from
Damascus.1

In the place of the unhappy Musa, and on the death of his
yet more unhappy son, the Caliph appointed Abdur Rahman,2
the Arab, to be Amir or governor of Spain in 721. This able and
vigorous ruler distinguished himself from the first, not only by
his strict justice, but by the indulgence that he showed to the
conquered Christians. He replaced certain venal and oppressive
Cadis by judges of probity and honour, and showed himself, we
are told, more particularly scrupulous in confirming the Christians
in the peaceful possession of their old places of worship. In
every department of the state he proved himself honest, vigor-
ous and enlightened. At length having established his govern-
ment, not without having had to overcome much factious
opposition at home, he sought to win greater glory abroad;
and he carried his victorious forces across the Pyrenees, and
overran the fertile plains of Gaul. A defeat under the walls of
Toulouse did not check the onward course of the Moslems, who
occupied successively Narbonne, Carcassonne, Beziers, Maga-
lona, Nismes, Lyons; and penetrated even as far as Autun in
Burgundy. But the ever famous victory of Charles Martel
between Poictiers and Tours, in 732, over a mixed host of
Arabs and Berbers, checked for ever the career of Islam in
north-western Europe,3

1Gayangos, ii., 30, 31, and Appendix A.

2 He must not be compared with the Ommeyad Abdur Rahman, first Amir of
Cordova, in 755.

3 The vanity of the Gallic writers has magnified the success of Charles Martel
over a plundering expedition of the Spanish Arabs (732), into a marvellous victory
and attributed the deliverance of Europe from the Saracen yoke to the valour of
the Franks.    But it was the defeat of the great army of Saracens before Constanti-
nople by Leo III. (718), which first averted the torrent of Mohammedan conquest;
although Europe refuses her gratitude to the iconoclastic hero who averted the
greatest religious, political and ethnological revolution with which she has ever
been threatened.   Finlay's Hist, of Greece, ii., 19.   See on the same point, Bury,
Later Roman Empire; Guizot, Hist, of France, torn, i., chap, ix., and Ranke,
Hist, of the Reformation in Germany, L, p. 5.